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Neighbor,

A new year has come, bringing with it new possibilities and new 
opportunities. 
And yet, as I look around, I am troubled. 
I am troubled by what I see happening in our communities, and the 
feeling of helplessness that follows.
Parkland, Fla. – Las Vegas, Nev. – Charleston, S.C.
And last year, the tragedy in Squirrel Hill.
Time and again we see the same thing – the same thing – playing out 
in the news. A horrific mass murder in which a single individual is able 
to end the lives of far too many men and women, husbands and wives, 
sons and daughters. This evil targets houses of worship, it targets 
schools, concerts and social gatherings. It targets white and brown and 
black alike. 
I understand and respect Pennsylvania’s long-held support of gun 
rights, particularly for outdoor sportsmen. However, we cannot sit idly by 
and wait for another Tree of Life, another Stoneman Douglas to occur. 
We must ban the use of assault weapons which have no place on our 
streets, much less in the hands of deranged, hate-filled individuals bent 
on murdering as many people as possible. As Dr. King said, we need 
to feel the “fierce urgency of now.” Because people are dying. On 
our streets, people are dying. In our houses of worship, people are 
dying. And in our schools, our children – our children – are dying.
We cannot remain complacent. We cannot allow numbness 
to replace our sense of purpose or urgency. And if the federal 
Congress will not act, then we in Harrisburg need to act. That’s 
why I’ve written and introduced a bill to ban assault weapons in our 
state. That’s why I support commonsense gun safety legislation in 
Harrisburg. That’s why I’m a member of the PA SAFE Caucus, and 
it is why I will not back down, I will not stop fighting or pushing my 
fellow lawmakers to act.
Because we can’t wait. Our schools can’t wait, our churches and 
businesses can’t wait. Our brothers and sisters can’t wait.
Our children can’t wait.

Stopping the 
violence

Wilkinsburg, Homewood, East Liberty, East Hills, Lincoln-Lemington, Larimer,  
North Point Breeze, Highland Park, Garfield and parts of Point Breeze  

and Stanton Heights, Shadyside and Friendship.

My office can help you with:
n	Car registrations, special tags, handicap placards, titles and 

driver’s license applications
n	 Information on financial assistance for higher education 
n	Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of all 

kinds
n	Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
n	Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 

compensation
n	Birth and death certificates
n	Problems with the Department of Health and Human 

Services (food stamps, medical and income assistance)
n	Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
n	Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 

statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen information
n	Citations from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

for outstanding accomplishments and family milestones

n	Complaints or questions about utilities and the Public Utility 
Commission 

n	Complaints and problems with insurance companies
n	Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
n	Property tax/rent rebate problems or questions
n	Problems or questions about the state lottery
n	PACE cards for senior citizens
n	Consumer complaints
n	Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
n	Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
n	 Information about federal, state and local government 

agencies

If you need help with any state or government related 
services, please feel free to contact my office at 412-665-5502 
for assistance.

DISTRICT OFFICE:
100 Sheridan Square, 3rd Floor  
(across from CVS) 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
(412) 665-5502

Lead water lines can cause a host of health issues, especially among 
the young, and it’s an issue in many of our communities in the Pittsburgh 
region.
To raise awareness of this issue and efforts to combat it, I held a public 
meeting in March at the Community Empowerment Association. We talked 
about the dangers of lead in water, why our communities have this problem 
and a project by the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority to address it.
None of us should have to go to sleep at night wondering if our water is 
safe. None of us should be concerned about problems with something as 
basic as clean, safe drinking water. I want to let the community know that 
I’ve got its back, and that I am working on its behalf to ensure that when we 
turn on the tap, the water that comes out is safe to drink and safe to cook 
with, and safe to bathe in.
We need to invest in communities that have traditionally been 
underinvested, and I will continue to work to ensure that none of our 
neighborhoods are left behind, that we address the hidden dangers to our 
environment, and that we invest not just in our infrastructure, but in our 
children’s futures as well.

Protecting our kids from the dangers of lead

Working to connect people to jobs
In May I was happy 
to partner with state 
Sen. Lindsey Williams 
to host a job fair in 
Pittsburgh. We had 
a lot of young people 
stop by to learn 
about employment 
opportunities in our 
area.

The event also 
featured sessions 
on how to return to 
the workforce for 

folks who have had employment 
issues or been incarcerated. I am 
committed to working to ensure 
that in Pennsylvania we foster 
an environment that encourages 
employment and breaks down 
barriers between employers and 
would-be employees, regardless of 
their past or present circumstances.

By helping folks find meaningful 
employment, we can provide them 
with hope – and hope can be a 
powerful force when it comes to 
improving lives and communities. 



Homewood criminal justice and clean slate event
In early May I hosted a criminal justice 
reform policy hearing and clean 
slate public event at the Community 
Empowerment Association in 
Homewood. I was proud that, among 
other dignitaries, Gov. Tom Wolf joined 
us to explore how we can continue to 
build upon our successes in criminal 
justice reform, to build a system that 
rehabilitates and prepares offenders 
to reenter society successfully. During 
our clean slate open house, folks had 
an opportunity to talk to state officials 
about getting their minor convictions 
expunged from their records. This is 
possible due to a law that Gov. Wolf 
signed last year, one which I was 
happy to vote for and support. People 
make mistakes, and mistakes that 
result in minor convictions should 
not follow people as they try to make 
themselves productive citizens. But 
there is also more that we can do to 
help people who have paid their debt 
to re-enter society, and to give an 
entire generation of young men and 
women a fresh start.

If you have questions about the clean 
slate law, or think you or someone 
you know could benefit from it, 
you can visit https://clsphila.org/
mycleanslatepa for more information.

Property Tax/Rent Rebate applications available

The application is available on the Department of Revenue’s website at www.revenue.pa.gov. 

Applications for the state’s Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program for taxes or rent paid in 2018 are now available 
online and in my office. The program provides rebates up to $650 on rent or property tax paid by Pennsylvanians 
65 or older, widows and widowers 50 or older, and people with disabilities 18 or older. 

The income limit for applicants is $35,000 a year for homeowners and $15,000 
annually for renters. Half of Social Security income and all Social Security cost-of-
living increases are excluded.

Claimants must reapply for rebates every year because they are based on 
annual income and property taxes or rent paid each year. Spouses, personal 
representatives or estates may file rebate claims on behalf of deceased 
claimants who lived at least one day in 2018 and meet all other eligibility criteria.

My office also can help complete and submit the application. The deadline  
for this program has been extended to Dec. 31, 2019.

RAISING THE WAGE
It has been 10 years since the minimum wage was 
raised. But since then, inflation hasn’t stopped. The price 
of food, of clothes and rent has steadily increased, while 
wages haven’t. And yet in Harrisburg, members of the 
legislature receive annual cost-of-living increases.

I pointed out this hypocrisy during a budget hearing this 
spring and reminded my colleagues that their paychecks 
come from the people – the very people who daily have 
to make hard decisions about which bills to pay. 

That isn’t right, and I refuse to accept the status quo. 

It is past time that we increase the minimum wage and 
give a raise to the people who truly need it. We aren’t 
talking about high school students working in fast food 
restaurants, but home healthcare workers taking care of 
the elderly, service workers trying to raise families, and 
folks who are just trying to get by.

If we raised the minimum wage in Pennsylvania, more 
than 100,000 of our neighbors would receive a raise. 
More than 90 percent of them are older than 20. More 
than a third of them are over 40; a quarter of them are 
parents; and more than half are women. 

In the past decade our economy has come roaring 
back from the Great Recession – the stock market is at 
record highs, corporate profits are soaring and CEOs are 
getting paid more than ever. But the gap between top tier 
earners and workers is widening. Folks are struggling to 
pay the rent, pay their bills and put food on the table. It 
is unconscionable that in the wealthiest nation on Earth, 
families with kids are struggling to survive.

Every state surrounding Pennsylvania has increased 
its minimum wage – and none of their economies has 
crashed as a result. We need to raise the wage, to give 
folks a hand up and, more importantly, hope.

In the Pennsylvania House my fellow Democrats and 
I are fighting to do just that, and to make sure that all 
families can afford to put food on the table and keep a 
roof over their heads.

This year I am continuing to fight for the 
decriminalization of marijuana in Pennsylvania. In 
addition to lending my support at rallies calling for the 
end of prohibition, I have held several public hearings 
in Pittsburgh and in Harrisburg to get the facts on this 
issue, and to hear from people and experts who both 
support and oppose decriminalizing and/or legalizing 
marijuana in our commonwealth.

I firmly believe this is an issue whose time has 
come. We have seen great success with our medical 
cannabis program in Pennsylvania, with more than 
100,000 Pennsylvanians benefiting from the program. 
Decriminalizing marijuana would be a game-changer for 
many of our communities and families, ending decades 
of social injustice, while providing a measure of criminal 
justice reform.

It is inappropriate, if not unconscionable, to continue 
to subject thousands of Pennsylvanians to criminal 
prosecution for minor cannabis possession. And we 
know that minorities are disproportionately charged 
for possessing marijuana at a significantly higher rate 
despite similar usage rates as their white counterparts. 
Furthermore, a misdemeanor conviction can have 
lifelong implications including loss of employment, loss 
of public housing and loss of educational loan eligibility.

The latest polls suggest most Pennsylvanians support 
the legalization of marijuana. I believe this is an issue in 
which the House of Representatives should follow the 
will of the people and decriminalize marijuana. I have 
sponsored a bill to do so and am supporting legislation 
by my fellow state representatives to lift other restrictions 
relative to marijuana consumption in Pennsylvania.

As I referenced in the other column, there is 
something ugly stirring in our communities. 
Emboldened, perhaps, by national events, we 
have seen a swelling of hateful rhetoric and 
actions across our nation. We know what can be 
taken from us if we allow this hate to fester and 
spread. 
From the Tree of Life attack, to an African 
American baby doll being hung on a light 
pole, or hate literature being distributed in our 
neighborhoods, enough is enough. We have 
an obligation to protect our people and our 
communities. No one should have to live in fear 
because of who they are, what color their skin is 
or what they believe.
That is why I joined state Rep. Dan Frankel and 
state Sen. Jay Costa to introduce legislation 
that would expand and update Pennsylvania’s 
outdated hate crime laws so that they protect 
LGBTQ and disabled people; increase civil 
and criminal penalties for hate crimes; provide 
education for those who have been convicted 
of these crimes and improve Pennsylvania’s 
tracking of hate crimes and hate criminals. Our 
legislation would also create a private right of 
action for civil rights violations and create a 
reporting system for post-secondary education 
institutions.
It is shameful that in 2019 we are having to 
confront these ugly echoes of our past. There 
are things that we shouldn’t have to legislate – 
decency, tolerance, civility – but it’s a sign of the 
time that these groups and individuals are feeling 
emboldened, and we must respond. 
This legislation will let us respond, and let people 
know that hate won’t dominate, but love will.

Addressing hate 
in our community

Moving forward on marijuana decriminalization
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Neighbor,

A new year has come, bringing with it new possibilities and new 
opportunities. 
And yet, as I look around, I am troubled. 
I am troubled by what I see happening in our communities, and the 
feeling of helplessness that follows.
Parkland, Fla. – Las Vegas, Nev. – Charleston, S.C.
And last year, the tragedy in Squirrel Hill.
Time and again we see the same thing – the same thing – playing out 
in the news. A horrific mass murder in which a single individual is able 
to end the lives of far too many men and women, husbands and wives, 
sons and daughters. This evil targets houses of worship, it targets 
schools, concerts and social gatherings. It targets white and brown and 
black alike. 
I understand and respect Pennsylvania’s long-held support of gun 
rights, particularly for outdoor sportsmen. However, we cannot sit idly by 
and wait for another Tree of Life, another Stoneman Douglas to occur. 
We must ban the use of assault weapons which have no place on our 
streets, much less in the hands of deranged, hate-filled individuals bent 
on murdering as many people as possible. As Dr. King said, we need 
to feel the “fierce urgency of now.” Because people are dying. On 
our streets, people are dying. In our houses of worship, people are 
dying. And in our schools, our children – our children – are dying.
We cannot remain complacent. We cannot allow numbness 
to replace our sense of purpose or urgency. And if the federal 
Congress will not act, then we in Harrisburg need to act. That’s 
why I’ve written and introduced a bill to ban assault weapons in our 
state. That’s why I support commonsense gun safety legislation in 
Harrisburg. That’s why I’m a member of the PA SAFE Caucus, and 
it is why I will not back down, I will not stop fighting or pushing my 
fellow lawmakers to act.
Because we can’t wait. Our schools can’t wait, our churches and 
businesses can’t wait. Our brothers and sisters can’t wait.
Our children can’t wait.

Stopping the 
violence

Wilkinsburg, Homewood, East Liberty, East Hills, Lincoln-Lemington, Larimer,  
North Point Breeze, Highland Park, Garfield and parts of Point Breeze  

and Stanton Heights, Shadyside and Friendship.

My office can help you with:
n	Car registrations, special tags, handicap placards, titles and 

driver’s license applications
n	 Information on financial assistance for higher education 
n	Assistance in obtaining and completing state forms of all 

kinds
n	Voter registration and absentee ballot applications
n	Unemployment compensation, disability and workers’ 

compensation
n	Birth and death certificates
n	Problems with the Department of Health and Human 

Services (food stamps, medical and income assistance)
n	Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
n	Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, regulations, 

statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior citizen information
n	Citations from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

for outstanding accomplishments and family milestones

n	Complaints or questions about utilities and the Public Utility 
Commission 

n	Complaints and problems with insurance companies
n	Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
n	Property tax/rent rebate problems or questions
n	Problems or questions about the state lottery
n	PACE cards for senior citizens
n	Consumer complaints
n	Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
n	Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or groups
n	 Information about federal, state and local government 

agencies

If you need help with any state or government related 
services, please feel free to contact my office at 412-665-5502 
for assistance.

DISTRICT OFFICE:
100 Sheridan Square, 3rd Floor  
(across from CVS) 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
(412) 665-5502

Lead water lines can cause a host of health issues, especially among 
the young, and it’s an issue in many of our communities in the Pittsburgh 
region.
To raise awareness of this issue and efforts to combat it, I held a public 
meeting in March at the Community Empowerment Association. We talked 
about the dangers of lead in water, why our communities have this problem 
and a project by the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority to address it.
None of us should have to go to sleep at night wondering if our water is 
safe. None of us should be concerned about problems with something as 
basic as clean, safe drinking water. I want to let the community know that 
I’ve got its back, and that I am working on its behalf to ensure that when we 
turn on the tap, the water that comes out is safe to drink and safe to cook 
with, and safe to bathe in.
We need to invest in communities that have traditionally been 
underinvested, and I will continue to work to ensure that none of our 
neighborhoods are left behind, that we address the hidden dangers to our 
environment, and that we invest not just in our infrastructure, but in our 
children’s futures as well.

Protecting our kids from the dangers of lead

Working to connect people to jobs
In May I was happy 
to partner with state 
Sen. Lindsey Williams 
to host a job fair in 
Pittsburgh. We had 
a lot of young people 
stop by to learn 
about employment 
opportunities in our 
area.

The event also 
featured sessions 
on how to return to 
the workforce for 

folks who have had employment 
issues or been incarcerated. I am 
committed to working to ensure 
that in Pennsylvania we foster 
an environment that encourages 
employment and breaks down 
barriers between employers and 
would-be employees, regardless of 
their past or present circumstances.

By helping folks find meaningful 
employment, we can provide them 
with hope – and hope can be a 
powerful force when it comes to 
improving lives and communities. 



lpo.kaf.0619

103 Irvis Office Building  
P.O. Box 202024
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2024

Website: www.pahouse.com/Gainey 
Facebook: /RepEdGainey
Twitter: @RepGainey

Edward C. Gainey
s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e

Summer 2019

Sign Up for Email Updates at 
pahouse.com/Gainey 
Click on Stay Connected

www.pahouse.com/Gainey

o f  t h e  2 4 t h  L e g i s L a t i v e  D i s t r i c t

Ed Gainey
REPORT TO THE PEOPLE

s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e

CAPITOL OFFICE:
103 Irvis Office Building
P.O. Box 202024
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2024
(717) 783-1017
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state. That’s why I support commonsense gun safety legislation in 
Harrisburg. That’s why I’m a member of the PA SAFE Caucus, and 
it is why I will not back down, I will not stop fighting or pushing my 
fellow lawmakers to act.
Because we can’t wait. Our schools can’t wait, our churches and 
businesses can’t wait. Our brothers and sisters can’t wait.
Our children can’t wait.
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